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Knowledge of snow, ice and avalanches.
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Facts about snow
Snow crystals form in the clouds. This requires a 
low temperature and high humidity. Small water droplets
then freeze to particles (such as dust) floating in the air.

Although snow crystals take

on different shapes and

structures and no two look

exactly the same, they all

have one characteristic in

common: every snow

crystal has six arms.

Fact

The snowflakes only reach
us if the air temperature is
cold enough down to the
valley floor - otherwise they
melt on the way.

Snow fall level

As soon as the snow
crystals become too heavy,
they fall downwards
following the force of
gravity. They are often
whirled up by the wind and
become entangled. Several
interlocked snow crystals
then form the snowflake.



In the course of winter, various   ------------ of snow form.  This
layering of snow builds up the snow cover. The snow layers
are     ------      all the same. Some are very hard, 
some are very   __________   .
Some are   __________   , some are        _______  . Wet snow is very
suitable for building a  ____________ . Skiing is especially fun in
---------  snow.
The   -----------             is constantly changing. The 
has a major influence on this.

Every layer of snow is 
different. Layers in which the
snow crystals have a poor
connection to each other 
and to the surrounding layers
are known as weak layers.
Breakage can occur in such
layers. A break in a weak
layer can then lead to a slab
avalanche. 
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The snow cover

Layers of snow

Weak layers
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Drawing
Draw the other half of the snow crystal.

Name: Class: Date:
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Snow crystals
for coloring

Name: Class: Date:


